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The Renaissance is just  

10 minutes from Cleveland 

Hopkins International Airport, 

and 20 minutes from down-

town Cleveland.

Traveling West: Take I-480 

West to Exit 6A, Olmsted Falls 

(Route 252 South). Turn right 

onto John Road; the entrance 

is on the right. 

Traveling East: Take I-480 East 

to Exit 6 (Great Northern Blvd 

South). Turn right onto John 

Road; the entrance is on the 

right.
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 Your Life is a Masterpiece  experience it!

T he welcome arrival of spring brings many of us out 
of the house and into surrounding neighborhoods 
for popular activities like spring home tours, open 
houses, and visits to favorite historical sites. Outings 
like these give us a rare opportunity to see and 
experience how others make their houses into 

homes, and create their own private paradises.

In this issue of The View, you’ll get a close-up look at some 
treasures right in our own back yard, including the Oldest 
Stone House in nearby Lakewood, and the Frostville 
Museum in North Olmsted. Plus, you’ll get an opportunity 
to experience it! and get an insider’s look at life right 
here, at The Renaissance.

A  P R E M I E R  S E N I O R  C A M P U S

   

The Renaissance… 
Sharing A Proud Tradition 
of Exceptional Service

T
he Renaissance is proud to be a part of the renowned 
Eliza Jennings Senior Care Network, Cleveland’s leader in 
senior care for more than a century. Since the founding 
of the original Eliza Jennings Home in 1888, our not-for-
profit organization has shared a proud legacy as one of  
the area’s largest, most trusted senior care providers.

The Renaissance has been accredited by CARF-CCAC, the 
accrediting body for CCRCs, since 1995. Accreditation is 
given only to continuing care communities that demonstrate 
excellence in resident life, health and wellness, financial 
resources and transparency, governance and administration. ◆

❏    Yes! I can attend the Blue Canyon event.

❏    I cannot attend the event. Please send me more information  
about The Renaissance.

      I am looking for:  n myself        n parent(s)       n other

❍ Mr.        ❍ Mrs.        ❍ Ms.        ❍ Mr. & Mrs.        ❍ Miss

Name _________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________

City ______________________________ State_______ Zip _____________

Telephone  (                ) __________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________

Return this card for more information.

BC052611

“Retirement Decisions You Can Live With”

Join us for lunch and presentation at:
Blue Canyon Kitchen & Tavern

Thursday, May 26, 2011 ◆  11:30 am

Visit The Renaissance today!
26376 John Road u Olmsted Township, OH 44138 
www.therenaissance.org u 440-235-7112

…and make yourself at home.
8960 Wilcox Dr. 
Twinsburg, OH 44087

Thursday, May 26, 2011
11:30 am

Event Location Details:

Reserve early – space is limited!  
Call Sandy to RSVP: 440-235-7112

Spring 2011

the view
from The Renaissance



  

Home is where your  
heart is…

D orothy and her little friend Toto had it right. There really  
is no place like home. For most of us, home has been 
represented by many places throughout the years. In each, 
we’ve built memories to carry with us…from the smell of 
fresh pancakes on a Sunday morning to the pitter-patter  
of little feet running down the halls and through the 

generations.

In Civil War days, the song “Home, Sweet Home” spoke to 
homesick soldiers on both sides of the conflict. On many an 
evening, the plaintive melody would float between camps, with 
both sides raising their voices together in tribute to home and 
happiness. On one such occasion, after the last line of “There’s no 
place like home!” rang out, both sides began cheering, jumping 
up and down and throwing their hats in the air. Frank Mixson, a 
private in the 1st Carolina Volunteers, reflected that if not for the 
river between them, the two armies would have met face to face, 
shaken hands, and ended the war on the spot.

Home is so much more than bricks and mortar. It’s where  
you can breathe a sigh of relief, sit down, relax, and be yourself.  
Home is where friends and family are welcome and memories  
are made and cherished. It’s what brings us together. And at  
The Renaissance, home is where we look forward to each 
new day and experience it! to the fullest.
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Standing the test of time—
the oldest stone house

W hether it’s fashioned of stone, brick or lumber, a home is 
defined more by the people who live and work there than  
by its physical structure. The Oldest Stone House in 
Lakewood, operated by the Lakewood Historical Society,  
has survived for over one hundred and seventy-five years by 
filling the needs of both the people who made it their home 

and the citizens who lived in the surrounding neighborhood.

Originally built in 1834 as a home for Scottish settler John Honam and 
his daughter, Isabella, The Oldest Stone House was fashioned from 
locally quarried sandstone. The history of the house reflects the evolving 
development patterns of the area. Until 1897, the home, located in the 
then rural farming community of Rockport Township, served as the 
family home for the Honams. Later, as more people moved into the 
area, it served a variety of purposes, including use as a post office, shoe 
repair shop and upholsterer’s store. In 1952, the Lakewood Historical 
Society saved the home from demolition and moved it to its 
current location in Lakewood Park.

A tour of The Oldest Stone House today connects visitors with 
everyday life in the late 19th century. Artifacts include period 
furniture, household goods, kitchen equipment, tools and more, which 
help tell the story of our area’s earliest residents. Guided tours are 
conducted Wednesdays from 1-4 p.m. and Sundays from 2-5 p.m. 
Further information is available at www.lakewoodhistory.org. ◆

Historic treasure in  
our own back yard

F
rostville Museum demonstrates what a group of dedicated 
citizens can do when they pool their resources and work 
toward a common cause. Located at the corner of Cedar 
Point and Lewis Roads in North Olmsted, the museum 
provides visitors with a time capsule of area life in 19th 
century Ohio. History has been brought to life through 

the time, labor and craftsmanship of members of the 
Olmsted Historical Society, who have worked diligently to 
preserve the eight buildings that make up the historic property.

One of them, a post and beam, two-and-a-half story Federal style 
house with a large central chimney for five fireplaces, was built  

in 1832 by Vermont settlers 
John and Lucena Carpenter. 
The couple, who raised nine 
children, later added a summer 
kitchen and sleeping quarters 
for farm workers. The home, 
which was recognized in 1935 as 
possessing exceptional historic 

and architectural interest by the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
gives Frostville visitors an up-close look at the life of a well-to-do 
family living in the second half of the 19th century.

The Frostville Museum site also features the Briggs House, built  
in 1836 by Thomas and Abiah Briggs, who also moved their  
family from Vermont to settle in North Olmsted. Other historic 
buildings include Jenkin’s Cabin, the Prechtel House, Frostville 
Village Church, the Events Barn, a general store and a military 
museum. Saturday visitors in May will enjoy seasonal offerings at 
Frostville Farmers Market, which will operate from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
through October. Members of the Olmsted Historical Society 
work throughout the year to organize special events such as 
historical re-enactments, musical events, and arts festivals.  ◆

Source: www.oldmstedhistoricalsociety.org

The Renaissance Home Tour will give you an opportunity to enter 
some of The Renaissance’s finest private villas and apartments and 
admire all of the amenities the campus has to offer.  Local experts 
will be on hand to answer questions related to real estate, moving  
coordination and retirement living.  ◆   Look for more details to 
come by invitation.

Save the date!

Summer Tour of Homes 
in July at The Renaissance
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